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Androscoggin Historical Society elects officers
AUBURN--The Androscoggin Historical Society
elected officers and board members at its annual
meeting May 24 at the High Street Congregational
Church.
Reelected were David C. Young, president;
Douglas A. Hall, vice-president; Douglas Hodgkin,
recording secretary and newsletter editor; Bruce A.
Hall, membership secretary; Susan F. Sturgis,
treasurer, and Richard L. Trafton, attorney.
Elected directors were Russell P. Burbank,
Annette Vance Dorey, Mark Eustis, David C.
Garcelon, Rachel Haines, Bernice Y. Hodgkin,
Michele Kellis, Corey McAuliffe, Barbara V.
Randall, James Sargent, Mark Windle and Elizabeth
K. Young.
Honorary directors are W. Dennis Stires, Edward

C. Hodgkin, Jane P. Norris, Alma G. Palmer and
Mary M. Riley.
President Young thanked retiring board members
Betty Dexter, Richard Fraser, Edward Hodgkin,
Michael Lord, Norman Rose, and W. Dennis Stires;
administrative assistant Diane Hesketh; and
committee chairs for their work.
The meeting was preceded by a social time with
piano music by Dan Burgess. The Parish Guild of the
church served dinner to 34 persons. People attending
the meeting had been encouraged to wear period
costumes, which were judged by three women from
the Parish Guild. They awarded prizes to Doug
Hodgkin, Alda Reynolds and Annette Vance Dorey.
Dorey introduced Patricia Hughes, who talked
about Maine waterfalls.
DANVILLE TOUR, JULY 16

Several of the people attending the Androscoggin Historical Society
annual meeting wore vintage costumes. From left, Robert and
Cathy Thorpe, Doug Hodgkin, Erland and Esther Tucker, Alda
Reynolds, Barbara Randall and Annette Vance Dorey. Prizes were
awarded to Hodgkin, Reynolds, and Dorey. The prizes were
donated by Marco’s Restaurant, Chickadee Restaurant, and Paris
Farmers Union.
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What’s so special about Danville? On
Saturday, July 16, the Society sponsors a
tour of historic sites in Danville, a community that existed independently as a
town until annexed by Auburn.
The tour begins at 10:00 am at Danville
Corner at the Giddinge house, one of the
oldest houses left in Danville. This is at the
corner of Danville Corner Road and Old
Danville Road.
Then, under the guidance of Betty
Young, we shall tour the original center of
town and the brick tavern. At the railroad
yard we’ll talk about the changes in
Danville with the coming of the railroad
and then the decline in passenger service.
We will have a handout and a map. The
tour will occur rain or shine. There is
parking at the church and at the rail yard.
Also occurring that day is a Grange /
church yard sale.

THE SCHOONER LEWISTON
The schooner Auburn was featured in the February
issue of this newsletter. Another ship in the Twin
Cities’ “fleet” in the early twentieth century was the
schooner Lewiston, whose homeport was Boston and
who plied the waters of the East Coast of the
America’s. Unfortunately, it had a career of only
seven years.

newspaper reported on December 29, 1914 that the
Lewiston sailed from Boston on December 11 for
Bridgewater, Nova Scotia, but eventually arrived at
Mayagüez, Puerto Rico. “Westerly gales, which
prevailed almost constantly after she left port, drove
the schooner nearly 1500 miles off her course.”
Unfortunately, the Lewiston met her end, not in the
howling gales of the Atlantic, but on a clear day on
an uncharted reef off the coast of Brazil. She left
Norfolk, Virginia on April 12, 1915 loaded with
1,123 tons of coal for Maranhão, Brazil, a port on the
north coast. The ship sank in fifteen minutes, but the
crew of eight were able to get cans of water and some
canned meat into a motor boat and to put some
personal things in a smaller boat to be towed behind.
(Ginn noted that he did lose some money and other
valuables.) However, the motor would not work, so
the men took to the oars. They anchored overnight,
but the next day used their compass to get to the
shore. A Portuguese member of the Lewiston’s crew
was able to converse with some fishermen. Maranhão
was only about thirty miles away.

The schooner Lewiston, designed by John J.
Wardwell, was built at Cobb-Butler yard at Rockland
at a cost of $66,000 for the firm owned by Capt. Peter
H. Crowell and Louis K. Thurlow. Many leading
citizens of the Twin Cities owned the sixty shares,
including Hon. H. G. Foss, Evert M. Stevens, Hon. F.
A. Morey, F. M. Keith, W. H. Conforth, Horace
Munroe, and Annie Owen. She was 190.5 feet long,
39.5 beam, 14.9 draft, and 711 net tons (200 tons
larger than the Auburn). The four masts were 94 feet
high with topmasts of 50 feet.
Two hundred people from the cities attended the
launching, transported by a special train
commissioned by Crowell and Thurlow and by Capt.
T. J. Ginn, the ship’s captain throughout her career.
Five thousand lined the docks and the shore to watch
the double launching of the Lewiston and of the
Frank Brainard.

Sources except as noted:
Rose O’Brien, “’The Lewiston,’ Rockland-Built, Wrecked Off Coast
Of Brazil,” Lewiston Journal Magazine Section, May 3, 1958.
“Minot Man Remembers Days of Sailing as First Mate of the Schooner
Lewiston,” Lewiston Daily Sun, August 7, 1970.

Fifteen-year-old Edith G. Ginn, daughter of Capt.
Ginn christened the ship. After the ceremony, the
guests from the cities and other dignitaries boarded
electric cars to go to Crescent Beach for “a
sumptuous shore dinner” and several speeches.

Contributed by Douglas I. Hodgkin

The Lewiston’s maiden voyage was a trip to the West
Indies carrying a load of fertilizer for the growing of
sugar cane. Most of the time her main route was
between Boston and the Gulf of Mexico transporting
lumber. The most dangerous cargo was half a load of
coal. Frequently the load would shift, throwing the
ship off balance. The crew could spend several days
in the hold shoveling the coal.
The Lewiston had several adventures. On February
12, 1914, with a headline “Vessels Coated with Ice,”
the Boston Evening Transcript reported anxiety
concerning the schooner. After passing Highland
Light, “she has not been heard of since and it is
thought that she was blown off the coast by the gales
which have prevailed since then.” The same

The schooner Lewiston apparently under construction. There seems to be scaffolding at the right.
Lewiston Journal Magazine Section, May 3, 1958.
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AHS Books Available at Reduced Prices

Cash Donations since the
February 2011 Newsletter

The Society’s books on local history are now available at
reduced prices. Now you can stock up for yourself and for
We are grateful for the support of the
gift-giving.
following donors:
Alnôbak: A Story of Indigenous People in Androscoggin
Arthur Smith of Keaau, HI $20
County, by Canyon Wolf, aka Nancy Lecompte, now can be
Rosemary Dunn of Youngsville, LA $20
purchased for $6.50 retail and for $5.50 if you are a member
Tracy Ellis Dario & Family of Warren, NJ
of the Society. Wholesale price for five or more books is
$100 in Memory of their Grandfather,
$5.00 each.
Gordon Windle
Androscoggin County, Maine: A Pictorial Sesquicentennial
Carol Ellis, Marlene Parent, Mark Windle,
History, 1854 – 2004, edited by Michael C. Lord & W.
(the children of Gordon Windle) at the
Dennis Stires includes a chapter on each town in the county.
request of Gordon Windle- $1,000
The retail price is $9.50 and $8.00 for members. Five or more
Leavitt Area High School $25
books are $7.00 each.
Doug Hodgkin $250
The price for the pair of books is $15.00 and for members
Steve & Terry Austin $20
$13.00.
Barbara Randall $100
You may purchase the books at the Society’s library in the
Bruce Hall $50
Androscoggin County Building, third floor, 2 Turner Street,
Ed & Sharon Chapman $45
Unit 8, Auburn, ME 04210. The cost for shipping is $5.00; for
multiple books, please contact us. Maine residents pay 5%
Thank You!
sales tax.
Since June 2010 business totals are as follows: Telephone
calls – 310; Museum visits – 58; Library visits – 296;
Correspondence – 308; Emails – 1,120; Board & Committee
meeting attendance – 135; Lecture attendance – 215;
Newsletters sent – c. 450; Annual Dinner – 34.

Old-time Local Cost of Living
Thanks to a well-preserved day-book beginning
in 1828, we can glimpse some aspects of daily life
over 175 years ago. The entries were reported in the
Lewiston Daily Sun in 1925. Mrs. Newton found the
day-book in a shed on her property out in Sabattus. It
belonged to James Weymouth, “the first trader and
hotel keeper of importance on the north side of the
Sabattus River.” The stagecoach stopped at his store
and hotel on its Portland and Augusta route.
Weymouth’s account records spanned 1828 to 1858.
Some of the goods Weymouth sold were West
India rum, gin, brandy, tobacco, and snuff. Some
prices in 1828 were: two quarts of rum, 58¢; two
pounds sugar, 25¢; one quart brandy, 21¢; ½ pound
of tea, 33¢; ½ lb. tobacco, 13¢; 1 qt molasses, 11 ½¢;
calico fabric, 30¢ a yard; eggs, 10¢ a dozen.
You could hire a horse and gig (two-wheel
carriage pulled by a horse) and ride to Lewiston for
50¢. The cost of hiring a horse depended on where

you were going. For instance, in January 1831, the
rental to go to Wales was 25¢; 75¢ to Topsham; 84¢
to Gardiner; 50¢ to Litchfield.
Some prices of goods in 1832: 4 lbs of raisins,
50¢; 2 lbs sugar, 24¢; 75¢ for a hymn book. Other
merchandise: 4¢ for a handkerchief; shirt fabric, 9¢ a
yard; two bushels of corn, $3. Daniel Jones got his
horse shod for 75¢ in 1834. Joseph Blethen rented a
farm wagon for a whole week for $2.50 in 1840.
These prices may look like bargains compared
to today’s, but cash was hard to come by. Therefore,
merchants typically kept careful track of credit
purchases in their account books, until folks had
money to pay their bills. Merchants usually made a
good profit and were often some of the most
‘comfortable’ citizens during the rough survival years
around the time of Statehood.
Contributed by Annette Vance Dory
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Historical Acquisitions: Donations & Purchases
A: Donations
• Newspaper articles concerning Jeffrey Bolduc honoring his
great great grandfather, George Pray, who survived Civil War
Prison and became a Magician. Donated by Jeffrey Bolduc of
Woolwich.
• Poll Lists, 13 Volumes 1959-1971. Voter Lists, 4 Volumes
1903-1913, Marriage Intentions Volume II, City of Auburn
(blank volume). Donated by Roberta Fogg, City Clerk, City of
Auburn.
• Photograph of Huston’s Bakery from the estate of Joan Huston
Taintor. Donated by Philip Isaacson of Isaacson & Raymond
as personal representative in memory of Joan Huston Taintor.
• Photograph of a group of boys at football practice in front of
the Wallace School Construction site, Lewiston 1886.
Donated by Andrew P. White of North Olmsted, OH
• Brochure of photos regarding Manufacturers’ National Bank in
1930s. Several photographs of interior and exterior of First
National Bank in Lewiston, 1930s. A brochure containing a
brief sketch of First National Bank of Auburn. A photograph
of Hayes Diner, Ash Street, Lewiston. Aerial views of
Lewiston and Bates Mill area, new weave shed of Bates Mills,
aerial view of Lisbon Street looking north. A photograph of
Lewiston Falls. Donated by Louise Tardif of Auburn.
• A paperback book entitled The Early Architecture of Bowdoin
College and Brunswick, Maine by William D. Shipman.
Wooden coins from the Maine International Snow Shoe
convention of February 26, 27, 28 & March 1, 1970 of
Lewiston. A blue ribbon from the Snow Shoe Convention of
1970. A postcard of a Marsden Hartley oil painting, Maine
Coast at Vinalhaven. A Depositors Trust Company leather
checkbook cover. An Auburn Free Press notepad with
calendar from 1959. A brown paper grocery bag from Food
Town grocery store at 95 Spring Street, Auburn. A pencil
from Henry Nolin Jeweler, 83 Lisbon Street, Lewiston.
Donated by Michael Lord of Auburn.
• A history relating to Otis Lewellin Cobb of Lewiston. Donated
by William Hartley of Warren, New Hampshire.

• Book entitled Little Pine to King Spruce A Franco American
Childhood by Fran Pelletier.
• A plumb-bob that was used in the construction of the St. Peter
and Paul Church in Lewiston in the 1930’s. Donated by John
Beganny of Litchfield.
• Peck’s Golden Jubilee booklet 1880-1930. Two Lewiston
High School student publications “The Folio,” news brochure
and Yearbook 1914-1915.
Nine Jordan High School
publications, “The Folio,” 1915-1918. Donated by Florence
Cairns of Waterford in memory of her Mother, Mary Louise
Prentiss Woodworth.
• A United Commercial Travelers Convention booklet from
1934. Donated by James C. Hathorne of Lyman.
B: Purchases
• Androscoggin Irish book by John E. Henderson.
• Subscription to Lewiston Auburn Magazine.

Two libraries display old photos
Because the entryway walls at the Androscoggin
Historical Society needed painting, we took down photos,
and displayed groups of old photographs for about six
weeks in the Auburn and Lewiston Public Libraries.
Twenty old photos of Auburn scenes were installed at
the Androscoggin Room of the Auburn Public Library.
Twelve photos of Lewiston were in the new book area of
the Lewiston Public Library. Library staff indicated that
patrons expressed great interest in the photos.
The Historical Society has thousands of photos on a
large variety of topics in the nineteenth and twentieth
centuries. They are available for use in news media,
magazine and journal articles, books, and other purposes.
Individuals and companies may purchase copies.

Douglas I. Hodgkin, Editor
Androscoggin Historical Society
2 Turner Street, Unit 8
Auburn, ME 04210
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